Returning items which are not your child’s

Children often ‘grab a coat’ instead of checking if their name is on it!  If this happens could I ask you to return it the next day as often the owner is distressed as they cannot find it.
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During the summer months we had some work done to enhance the environment of the school. 

· We had a new floor fitted in Mrs O’Neill’s P2 classroom. 

· A disabled ramp to provide access to the canteen was constructed and new paths were put in.

· Outdoor canopies were erected to give P1 children a covered play area for all weathers funded by an Awards for All Grant.
· Cool Kids also had an outdoor canopy erected to extend their facilities for play. 

· A new cabin was erected thanks to an Awards for All grant secured through the PTA.  This will be used for Homework Club and parent activities (programme to follow). 

· Mobile classroom under construction P3 class in the Breakfast room will be relocated to this classroom end of September.


Cleaning/Lunchtime Supervision
We are compiling a list of temporary cover.  If you are available between 12-2pm (supervisory) or 2.15-5pm (cleaning) and would like to be on our temporary list please email your details to ggowdy862@c2k.net or telephone the school 92674901. 

Website
This is an excellent communication tool.  Please log on and keep up-to-date with school news.

www.stjosephsschool.org

Pantomime
Our annual trip to the Grand Opera House in December is booked at a cost of £10 per child.  We are collecting this in from 1st September.  Please send it to your child’s teacher.
After School Activities
Once again this year we will be offering a wide range of activities for P1-P7. 

Please refer to the letter and registration form that you will receive today.  We would encourage you to keep this letter safe as it includes the various dates and times of the activities for the year ahead.

A number of clubs will be organised by outside tutors.  These may begin and end at different dates from those organised by teachers.  Please make a note of these too.


Covered Area
It was brilliant to see the children’s faces, and parents too, on 31st August as you saw our ‘Big Top’.  This is a superb addition to Cool Kids facilities but it is multifunctional.  Parents will at least be able to shelter from the rain as you await pick up.
We also gained funding from Awards for All to erect a similar one to extend the P1 classrooms for outdoor play.


Curriculum Meetings


Staff will outline the curriculum for the year ahead at meetings organised in September.  


Parents are invited to attend as this is the only time you will get a full overview of the curriculum and the expectations from teaching and learning for the year ahead.  


It is not a meeting about your individual child. 


The meetings will take place on:


	Tuesday 6th September


7pm – P3 parents


8pm – P6 parents


Wednesday 7th September


7pm – P2 parents


8pm – P4 parents


Wednesday 14th September


7pm – P1 parents


8pm – P5 parents


P7 parents meeting was held back in June to outline the transfer procedures.











Procedures in place during building work


We are delighted to gain Department of Education approval to have a new mobile classroom erected at our school particularly at this time of cuts in education. 


We have to endure inconvenience whilst this work is underway.  


Please be careful coming into the playgrounds and observe the restrictions we have in place.  Work should be completed by mid October.





Free School Meals 


It is really important for funding that we have all children entitled to a free school meal on our list – even if they don’t take a dinner before 6th October.  If you think you maybe entitled to free school meals/clothing grant please collect application form and criteria list from the office and complete and return to the address on the form.  Thank you.





September Lotto


£1 gets your family in the draw for £50.


Draw takes place at the last assembly each month.  


If you are not in you can’t win!





Water P4-P7


Water is essential for a healthy lifestyle.  Children are encouraged to bring a bottle of water daily.  They can refill from Tipperary Water machines here in school. 


P1-P3 pupils are served water when they need it by staff.








