Mid-term Break

School will close on Friday 22nd October and will reopen on Tuesday 2nd November for pupils.  

Monday 1st November is a staff training day. 


Swimming

Just to remind parents that goggles are essential for swimming lessons.  Girls must wear a one piece swimsuit. 


Gaelic Games

Congratulations to the Boys’ team who won their first league fixture defeating St Teresa’s by two points, St Joseph’s 3-4 St Teresa’s 3-2.  Next fixture away to Edmund Rice, details to follow.    Thank you to Mr Dixon and Tomas for their essential support which is greatly appreciated.


Pantomime

The Grand Opera House will invoice us for the remainder of the cost of the pantomime in October.  Can we ask you to continue paying off the £10 per child as soon as you can so that we have the money in before the invoice arrives.  Thank you very much.


PTA Welcomes New Chairperson

The PTA accepted the letter of resignation from the current Chairperson, Mrs Aideen Jeffrey.  Vice Chairperson, Mrs Karyn Booth, formally thanked Mrs Jeffrey for the past three years when she chaired the organisation so efficiently and effectively.

Mr Ciaran Corrigan was unanimously proposed for the role which he graciously accepted.  

The PTA are currently reflecting on the results of the parent questionnaire and are planning the year ahead.  Plans include a welcome coffee morning to help new parents meet, A Night at the Races and the Christmas Bazaar.  Full details of all events will be circulated when finalized.


The Traffic Warden

This week a new set of wardens have moved into the area.  As with the other wardens we have now asked them nicely to ‘stay away from our patch’ at difficult times.  To date all do support us and understand the difficulties, however, this is not a formal agreement.  Can I ask parents to ring down if you see ‘a warden on the beat’ and I will come up and have a wee word.  If you have a difficulty please ring the traffic section to highlight the need for understanding around schools.  Wardens seem to change on a regular basis so I need to keep the lines of communication open!  DRD are surveying this area over the next few weeks in the hope of getting a pelican crossing erected near the gates.


Pupil Council for this Year

Elections in each class took place and they have had the first meeting of the Council and introduced themselves at assembly:
P5 – Tierna Plumb

Ellen Rush

        Salvijus Bucys

Caoimhe Gallagher

P6 – Jemma Campbell

Louis McKeown

        Charlotte Slater

Orla Agnew

P7 – Beata Powell


Niamh O’Connor

        Cenka Drayne

Catherine Brennan
School Tracksuit


We have a school tracksuit available to purchase for P5/P6/P7 pupils:


	Up to size 30” - £25


	30”-34”           - £30


If you wish to order one complete the uniform slip in the office and staff will allow your child to try on sample sizes.  If your child is taking part in outdoor activities/school teams a tracksuit would be a wise buy.  Pupils in P5-P7 can wear tracksuits for PE lessons during winter. 


We purchased a set of tracksuits which children may borrow when representing the school.  If your child borrows a school tracksuit please wash and return immediately so that other children don’t miss out. 





Welcome Coffee Morning


The PTA is running a coffee morning to help new P1 parents meet other parents.  Any parent dropping off who doesn’t need to rush away is most welcome to drop into Cool Kids, log cabin at the back of the school for coffee/tea and a chat on:


Monday 5th October at 9.15am.





Cash for Clobber


Thank you so much for using the Clothing Bank in the school.  Not only is it making cash for school fund it is also helping NI Cancer Fund for Children.  





Last year they received £306 thanks to our efforts.  Please keep using this bank when clearing out textiles.





Curriculum Meetings


We changed our timetable to suit working parents and it paid off.  Thank you to all our parents who came out over the past three Tuesday evenings to hear a breakdown of the curriculum for each year group. 


These were very valuable meetings which gave you a greater insight into how your child should grow and develop in their learning over the next school year.  Thank you to the staff for their most informative delivery and for giving up their time to deliver the meetings.





Night at the Races


At The Racquets Club


Friday 5th November 8.30pm-1am 


Tickets £5 (available mid October)


This is an excellent enjoyable fund raiser.  The PTA is endeavouring to sell 100 horses at £10 per horse for the ten races on the night.  Buying a horse also gets you a free ticket for the event which costs £5. 





If you would like to buy a horse you can do so by sending £10 to your child’s teacher, seeing a PTA committee member or through Reception at the school.  Thank you for supporting this event.











PE


PE is an important area of the curriculum.  Often children think they can ‘get out of doing PE’ if they ‘forget’ their PE gear.  


Can we ask parents to remind their children to bring PE gear back after washing in time for weekly lessons.  Parents of children who consistently miss PE will be contacted by the teacher.  For Health & Safety reasons children cannot take part in PE without the proper gear – shorts, tee shirt or tracksuit (P5-P7) and trainers.








