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Looking ahead ……. March Dates
Tue 6th Mar
- P4 Parents First Communion Meeting

  at 7.30pm.

Fri 9th Mar
- Mrs Gartland’s P5 Parent and

  Grandparent Assembly.

Thurs 15th 
- Mrs O’Neill’s P6 Parent and

  Grandparent Assembly. 


- Lisburn Choral Competition for 



  choirs. 



- SEELB Cross Country Competition. 



- Traditional Music/Ceili evening 7pm-



  10pm (P5-P7 children and parents).

Fri 16th 
- School closed for pupils. 



- Reporting to parents. 

Mon 19th 
- Celebrating the Feast of St Joseph 



  Mass at 10am.

Wed 21st & Thurs 22nd 
- P7 Musical Guys and Dolls at

              7.30pm.
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- P7 Manchester  Parents Meeting 
  at 7.30pm. 

Wed 28th
- First Confession at 10.30am St

   Patrick’s Church. 

Fri 30th 
- Mrs Flemings Parent Assembly. 
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Request by the Fire Authorities

The Fire Authority (opposite the laneway) have asked parents not to park in their grounds as these are private. 

They have also requested that parents do not drive into their grounds to turn.  

Thank you for respecting their request.
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Founders Day – Fri 24th February
We are ever grateful for the wonderful vision of the Sacred Heart of Mary Order who opened a school on this site in 1901.  We tell the children the story of the Sacred Heart of Mary Order so they can gain an appreciation too.  We are so grateful to have Sr Mary Dunne as our School Chaplin and thank God for her commitment to our school
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Indoor Hurling Tournament
Our boys Hurling team did us proud in the Cumann na m Bunscoil Indoor Hurling Competition last week.  Although they didn’t reach the final, they played very well and were most sporting.  Thank you to Mrs McArdle who accompanied the team and Kevin Grieve who supports us in coaching the team with Josh McMullan. 
This week it’s the turn of the girls when they take part in the indoor Camogie Competition


Caretaking

Brendan returns from his visit to Oz on Monday 6th February.  We have been so lucky to have had John Tennyson (Chantelle and Kayleigh’s dad) who has been acting caretaker in Brendan’s absence.  Thank you John for the excellent job you have done in keeping the school up to scratch.


P7 Musical
As Confirmation this year is on Mary 23rd, we had to rethink the timing of our annual musical.  It is now under way and will run for two nights on Wednesday 21st March and Thursday 22nd March.  

The musical is ‘Guys and Dolls’ and the children are really enjoying the preparations.  

Tickets will go on sale from 1st February and we recommend that P7 parents get your tickets early.


Cool Kids

Can I remind parents that all Cool Kids money should be sent in using the blue Cool Kids envelopes.  Money cannot be included in general school money as they are for two separate accounts.  Using the blue envelopes will help you remember to write your child’s name as the staff constantly receive money with no name and often have difficulty tracking it to the correct owner. 

Any outstanding amounts for the service should be paid as soon as possible after receiving your invoice.  Thank you.

Early Morning Drop Off
Cool Kids opens at 8am.  However, staff are concerned about children being dropped off much earlier than 8am, coming down the lane in the dark and hanging around in the playground.  Can I remind you that there is no supervision before 8am, therefore leaving children before this time is done so at your own risk and the school cannot be responsible.
------------------------
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The Little Green: Food & Craft Market 2012
Valentines Theme – February 4th  10am-1pm

Free Entry

3F Whitemountain Road, Lisburn BT28 3QY

Live Entertainment! Free Prize Draw !And Much much more!

For more information about us www.thelittlegreenallotments.com
                           Feb 4th: 
  Valentines

Mar 3rd: 
Mothers Day

                           Apr 7th:
  Easter

May 5th: 
Europe Day

Jun 2nd: 
Fathers Day

           Jul 7th: 
            Independence Day

                    Aug 4th:         National Relaxation Day

     Sept 1:             Comic Book Day

             Oct 6th: 
 Spooktacular Party
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Have we a treat for you Thursday 9th Feb at 1pm?  Oh yes we have!


To show how much you are loved and appreciated we invite you to join us in the foyer for tea and shortbread at 1pm.  Then into your child’s classroom where you will visit a circus of creative activities where your child will make little gifts for you.  You will leave with a wonderful memory and pieces of art which say I love you!!


This is another of the lovely events we plan for P1 parents which we know you will love.  I hope you can get out of work to join us!  


We keep the assembly hall free to park buggies or if baby is asleep you can park under the blue canopy and use the back doors to keep an eye.  As you can imagine the classrooms will be quite packed.





Monthly Lotto�


The January £50 prize will be drawn at assembly next Friday 3rd February.


£1 gets your name on the door.


If you’re not in: you can’t win





Welcome Back Stella .….


We are delighted to have Mrs Stella Drayne back to coach our netball team.  Stella had major back surgery early in term 1 and is now fully recovered.  The Team and Mrs McCambridge are thrilled to have her on board again.





Students


Trainee teachers from St Mary’s and University of Ulster will be on teaching practice over the next two months, Mrs Connolly’s P3, Mrs McCambridge’s P6 and Miss Hearty’s P4.


Students bring with them many talents and new ideas which our school will benefit from.  They in turn gain a wealth of experience from the excellent practice here in St Joseph’s.





P6 are collecting tokens from the Irish news. The tokens are printed daily from 23.01.12 until 18.02.12


We hope to enter the draw to win a visit to Titanic Belfast Experience!


So get collecting and send in to Miss Hanna or Mrs McCambridge.




















P7 Parent Interviews


The children in P7 who sat the external examinations to gain a grammar school place will get their results on Saturday 4th February.  


Mrs Gough will meet parents of children who did not sit the tests on Monday 30th January and Tuesday 31st January.   


She will meet the parents of pupils who sat the exam from Tuesday 7th February-Friday 10th February. 


This is a very packed timetable and Mrs Gough will not be available during this time unless it is an urgent issue.








Celebrating our Irish Culture


As we approach the feast of St Patrick we help our children appreciate the rich culture of song, music and dance which is our Irish tradition. 


Thursday 15th March is a date for your diary when we host a traditional evening.   More details later.


Unfortunately due to large numbers we must limit this to P5-P7 pupils and parents.





Internet Safety Day


Tuesday 7th February


On this day children will learn about the importance of internet safety.  Parents please go onto our school website and click on the internet safety link for parents and children:


Links – internet safety – parents or children





Parents please be very vigilant if your child is using the internet. 


A web link ‘Moshi Monsters’ is a site younger children (P3’s) are talking about here in school.  


Please reiterate our message ………. if someone makes a nasty comment to you about you or another child please tell your mum/dad and hit the ‘M’ button to report this on the site and tell, tell, tell!


Facebook is for over 14’s.  We are aware that older pupils have a facebook page.  For parents it is very important that you take control of this.  You need to have settings locked at ‘friends only’, have your child’s password and constantly log on to monitor activity.  It is important that children are taught the importance of internet safety.





Arts & Crafts


The 1st block of Arts & Crafts will end on: Monday 20th February (for P2 & 3 and P4-7) and on Tuesday 21st February (for P1).


Another 6 week block will begin the following week. Places can be acquired on this 6 week block by sending the correct amount (£21 for P1-3 children and £24 for P4-7 children) to your child’s teacher, in an envelope with your child’s name clearly marked on the front.





All payments must be in on or before Friday 24th February.  We cannot accept payment on the day the class begins.





Cancellation of Clubs


Netball, Gaelic Football & Hurling Clubs all take place on days that the Assembly Hall is available too. This way, we do not need to cancel due to bad weather and this means that you as parents know that Clubs continue. It is therefore not necessary for parents to contact the office to check if these Clubs are on (as has been the situation in the past).


On occasion, we do need to rearrange activities run by teachers due to essential meetings or teacher training. We inform parents of these changes via the text messaging service. We appreciate your understanding when such situations occur.





Website


Remember also that all details regarding After School Activities are available via the website.











SERC


Essential Skills Literacy  


All Classes are FREE


Classes available in the College or in local Community Venues/Schools


For further information please contact Fiona Neely


Community Development Officer


South Eastern Regional College (Lisburn Campus)


Tel:     028 9267 7225 Ext 1808


Mobile  : 07500 700 656


Email:    � HYPERLINK "mailto:fneely@serc.ac.uk" \o "blocked::mailto:fneely@serc.ac.uk" \t "_blank" �fneely@serc.ac.uk�








Mid-Term Break


School closes from Monday 13th Feb-Fri 17th Feb.


All services re-open as usual on Mon 20th Feb





If you need us to advertise for you please do so by sending an email with your exact wording to:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Agough053@c2kni.net" ��agough053@c2kni.net�











